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A Message
from Mayor
Clough

Dear Westlake Resident:
It is important to keep our spirits lifted during these difficult times
although there is no denying the challenges that we face due to
circumstances beyond our control. However, through adversity,
there is opportunity.
We have the opportunity to think of new ways to help each other
and remain connected as a community. One way the city would like
to play a part in that effort is by encouraging everyone who is able to
take part in what has become a cherished community tradition for
many longtime residents – myself included. That cherished tradition
is Westlake in Bloom.
I’d like to invite every household in the city to participate this year
by displaying at least one flower or plant prominently outside your
door or in your front yard from July 6-8. I realize not everyone is a
gardener, but we still want to encourage as many people as possible
to engage and connect in community spirit while adding some
beauty to our neighborhoods for all to enjoy.
We also would like to get our youngest residents involved. Many
school-aged children and young adults have been busy decorating
our city’s driveways and sidewalks with positive messages and
colorful images in chalk. We want to encourage them to keep it
up and draw their own floral scenes to coincide with this year’s
Westlake in Bloom event.
We understand many people are struggling right now and we
want everyone to know the city’s departments have been working
diligently to help in any way they can.
Our Economic Development Manager Michelle Boczek has been
working hard to ensure that our local businesses and their employees
have all of the information they need about assistance available
through various state and federal programs.
Likewise, our Department for Senior and Community Services,
Police officers and Recreation Center employees have been working
in tandem to gather and distribute food and care packages to
citizens in need and we are eternally grateful for their efforts.
Sincerely,

Dennis M. Clough
Mayor

Ohio

www.cityofwestlake.org

100 Bags of Sunshine
Brighten Seniors’ Day

Westlake Community Services staffers
assembled “100 Bags of Sunshine” in March,
delivered personally by police officers to
seniors in need of a spirit lift. Among the
officers involved in the effort was Mark
Krumheuer, who spent his last day before
retirement – after more than three decades
– spreading smiles across the city. Many items included in the bags
were donated by: Brookdale Senior Living; Foundations Health; and
Cookies by Cris LLC. The donors came to the Community Services
Department asking how they could be of help during this difficult
time, which is how the idea for the event came about, according to
Lydia Gadd, Director of Community Services.

Westlake In Bloom Entry Is Open To All

Now that spring has
arrived, it is a great time
to register your garden or
landscape in the Westlake
in
Bloom
community
event, recognizing those
who
beautify
their
homes, businesses and
institutions. Entry is free and
all participants are invited to the 2020 Reception and Awards
Ceremony, Aug. 13 at LaCentre. Entry forms and contest rules can be
found on the city’s website at www.cityofwestlake.org and emailed
to planning@cityofwestlake.org or mailed to: City of Westlake,
Westlake In Bloom, 27700 Hilliard Boulevard, Westlake, OH 44145.
The entry deadline is Friday, June 26, at 5 p.m. with judging July 6-8.
Westlake in Bloom blossomed in 2004 after the city’s success in the
nationwide America in Bloom competition. In 2002, Westlake won
first prize among cities with populations of 20,001-50,000. In 2003,
Westlake teamed up with Kincardine, Ontario, Canada to win the
“Best Twinning Partnership Award” as part of the America in Bloom
International Challenge.

Stay Informed and Connected

To ensure all residents are well-informed, the city strongly
encourages everyone to sign up for NIXLE messages by texting
“44145” to 888777. Residents also can stay abreast of important
announcements online via the city’s website at www.cityofwestlake.
org and city-run Facebook pages. Additionally, the city broadcasts
urgent messages on the radio at 1680 AM West, as well as on local
access cable TV – AT&T Channel 99; Time Warner Channel 20; WOW
Channel 21.
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Senior and Community Services Department News
Sign Up To Receive Interactive Emails!

While most residents are staying put, the Department for Senior and Community Services is focused on helping everyone experience the
world from the safety and comfort of their own homes through its interactive email newsletters, sent out twice weekly to those who
subscribe. Each one includes links to virtual tours and activities, inspirational messages, pictures from past events, important information
for seniors, etc. One recent email included, among other things, a virtual Hawaiian vacation and pictures of the new Community Services
Center, which is still under construction. Anyone interested in becoming a subscriber can do so on the Community Services webpage, calling
440-899-3544 or sending an email to clindgren@cityofwestlake.org.

Easter Food Distribution Helps
Families at Difficult Time

Every year around this time, the Westlake
Senior and Community Services Department
holds its Easter Food Distribution program,
giving residents the ability to make an
appointment to receive vital food supplies.
More than 50 families received a free
turkey, fresh produce, a flower and other
essentials, and at least a dozen others had
food delivered to their homes.

It’s the sort of thing Community Services
staffers do throughout the year – distributing
food to people in need through the city’s

Food Pantry –
but its Easter
and Thanksgiving
distributions are
especially largescale
events. Given the
number of families
feeling the strain
from
COVID-19
orders to stay home
and subsequent
unemployment in
many instances, this
year’s Easter event is particularly important.
The Community Services Department wants
to thank Giant Eagle for its help fulfilling
supply orders and Trader Joe’s for providing
flowers to be distributed along with food
items.
To find out how to volunteer at or access
supplies from the Food Pantry, visit the
Senior and Community Services webpage
on the city’s website or call 440-899-3544.

New Book & Puzzle Exchange
Program

After hearing from local seniors saying
they have “read every book in the house”
and wish they had some new material, the
Community Services Department had the
idea of organizing a senior book and puzzle
exchange program. To make this work, we
are looking for donations of books or jigsaw
puzzles, playing cards etc. (large print books
would be especially high-demand items).
All items will be wiped down with sanitizing
cleaning products before distribution.
Books and puzzles can be dropped off for
donation in the front entrance vestibule of
the Community Services Center at 29694
Center Ridge Road, Monday-Friday, during
normal business hours. Employees will then
designate one senior transportation vehicle
to be the center’s “Book Mobile” to bring
the items to residents’ doors so they can
select what they want to borrow without
leaving their homes.

Engineering Department News
Clague Playhouse Ball Fields To Be Ready This Summer
The three existing ball fields near Clague
Playhouse have been replaced with a
new four-field complex in a wagon wheel
alignment, complete with a central restroom/
concession stand building run by volunteer
organizations, such as Scouts.
New stands have been installed so spectators
will not miss the action on the field and
they can keep track of all the scoring with
new wireless-controlled scoreboards for each
field. It would not be baseball without a little
snack to watch America’s pastime.
Baseball games can be long for some younger
fans so a new playground is being installed
nearby where they can play as their older
siblings swing for the fences (disclaimer: no
home run fences will be installed).

An aerial view, taken via drone, of the four
new ballfields and restroom/concession stand
building behind the Clague Playhouse.
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The restroom/concession building has the
architectural flare of buildings located in the
National Parks with exposed timber framing,
a standing seam metal roof and masonry
construction, so they can stand the test of
time. In addition, Westlake is providing all
the modern-day conveniences – like running
water with automated toilets and faucets.
Parking will no longer be a problem for the
fields or the playhouse. The parking lot has
been expanded and additional lighting has
been added for riveting evening performances
at the Clague Playhouse. The parking lot
is connected to the ballfields with an ADA
accessible concrete walkway so spectators
can remain on pavement from their cars to
the bleachers.

The new playground under construction
alongside the ball fields.

Bassett Road Waterline
Replacement, Road Rehab

The city will be replacing 4,400 feet of a
12-inch water-main along Bassett Road,
from Hilliard Blvd. to Dover Center Road.
Workers also will be repairing sections
of the existing storm and sanitary sewer.
The project also entails rehabilitation
of manholes and catch basins and the
removal and replacement of the top
three inches of pavement are included
in the project. The area will be open to
Local Traffic ONLY during construction so
please find alternate routes.
Meeting notice: The next Watershed
Group meeting is scheduled for Friday,
July 17, 2020 at 7:30 a.m.

Recreation Department
News

The Westlake Recreation Department is doing
its best to continue to provide programming
for members and the community as a whole,
despite obvious limitations due to the
coronavirus situation. You can stay informed
on new developments in our summer golf,
swimming and other activities via our webpage
at www.cityofwestlake.org/recreation. You
also can stay in the know by checking the
department’s Facebook page and signing up
for our e-newsletters by emailing recinfo@
cityofwestlake.org.

Online Fitness Videos Available on
Rec Webpage

Just because you
have to stay indoors
or simply cannot
make it to the Rec
Center or your local
gym does not mean
you have to miss out on a quality workout
guided by knowledgeable instructors. The
Recreation Department’s staff has compiled
various workout videos focusing on cardio,
strength training and circuit training featuring
our staff and personal trainers. Among the
videos are several yoga instructional sessions
– some geared specifically toward seniors –
demonstrating low-impact exercises that can
be performed in the comfort of your own home.

At-Home Easter Egg Hunt

Employees of the Westlake
Recreation
Department
played Easter Bunny for local
families on the eve of Good
Friday, staging an At-Home
Easter Egg Hunt for 100
households throughout the
city. Employees distributed
20 eggs for children to find
when they woke up the next
morning.
The event was a welcome alternative for
families who missed out on the egg hunts
typically hosted by the Westlake Town Criers
and other organizations this time of year. The
100 households that participated in the egg
hunt each have at least one person who is a
member of the Rec Center, all registered in
advance and were informed of the event via
the Recreation Department’s email news blast.

Social Distancing Walk/Run

There are 26.2 miles of running and walking
trails in Westlake. The Westlake Recreation
Department will award a free T-shirt to any
resident that logs that distance – either indoors
or outside – and submits a completed mileage
log sheet cataloguing their progress by May 17.
Log sheets can be obtained by emailing Anne
Mitchell at amitchell@cityofwestlake.org. The
T-shirts will be ordered once it is deemed safe
and will be available for pick-up at the Rec
Center once it reopens.

Police Department News Fire Department News
Welcome to the team

The Westlake Police Department
welcomed its newest officer to the force
on March 17 when Patrolman Ryan
Jasinsky was sworn in by Mayor Dennis
Clough. Several members of Jasinsky’s
family were present for the ceremony
at City Hall.

Westlake’s emergency services personnel
have continuously stressed how important
it is that everyone do their part to help slow
the spread of COVID-19 and in informing
the public how they can help to protect city
employees whom they may encounter, as
they are considered essential employees and
often unable to work remotely. Frequent
hand-washing and proper social-distancing
practices continue to be of vital importance.
More details about those practices are
available via the city’s website at www.
cityofwestlake.org.

2020 JEMS Games
Lt. Mark Krumheuer Retires

Lt. Mark Krumheuer retired at the end of
March, having served the
citizens of Westlake for 31
years. He was regarded
by peers as not only a
patrol shift supervisor
but also a leader in the
region for Community
Oriented Policing. Mayor
Clough and Chief Bielozer recognized Lt.
Krumheuer in a small, social-distanced
meeting before Mark signed off the
radio for the last time.

The Westlake Fire Department competed in
the 2020 JEMS Games Clinical Competition
in Tampa, Fla., March 2-6. The event is
a challenging and educational clinical
competition, featuring cutting-edge
simulation technology. Teams representing
fire departments all over the country
competed in a variety of tasks in which
they demonstrated how to appropriately
assess and provide quality, efficient patient
care during three realistic, high-pressure
scenarios. The top three teams move on
to the final competition consisting of a
20-minute high-energy scenario that entails
managing multiple patients simultaneously.

Helping Hungry Students During
Spring Break

Many families in Westlake benefit from
the school lunch program throughout
the school year. Westlake Senior and
Community Services, in partnership with
the School Resource Officers (SROs) from
the Westlake Police force packed “lunch
boxes” (decorated with pictures of
superheroes and inspirational quotes to
keep recipients thinking positively) and
distributed them outside the Community
Services Center. In addition, families will
be provided bags
of food when
they pick up their
school lunches
at Westlake High
School.

Be aware of COVID-19 scams

The Cuyahoga County Department of
Consumer Affairs has issued a warning
to residents about reported scams
purporting to offer aid related to COVID19 and the proposed government
stimulus intended to help consumers
and businesses. The county issued a
statement in March urging residents to
be extremely cautious when handling
texts, emails, and social media posts
regarding COVID-19 and/or government
stimulus checks. The State of Ohio
and the federal government also have
provided suggestions for how to avoid
scams and frauds related to COVID-19.

From L to R: Firefighters Ben Erdani, Canaan
Lorek, Lt. Ryan Clifford and Michael Swanker.

Patricia Long Retires

Patricia Long has retired
after 25 years with the City
of Westlake. She started
with the city in 1995 as a
secretary in the purchasing
department
before
becoming a receptionist at
City Hall and then spending the next 20
years as the Fire Prevention Secretary. She
has volunteered for several community
organizations and served as a board member
and past president for the WestlakeWestshore Arts Council.

A Piece of Westlake History

Westlake’s 1938 Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine was
on display Western Reserve Fire Museum in
Downtown Cleveland as part of an exhibit
highlighting the storied histories of the
fire departments for
Westlake and Solon.
The Westlake Fire
Department loaned
the truck to the
museum through the
end of May.
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Find the current newsletter at:
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Service Department News
Please Dispose of Excess Trash,
Bulk Items Properly

Many residents are stuck at home now
and have turned to cleaning their homes
and yards to pass the time. That being
said, Rumpke is seeing an increase in
excessive trash and bulk items at the
curb. This seems an appropriate time to
remind residents they are only to use
the provided Rumpke carts for trash.
Personal cans cannot be used and will
not be serviced. Excess trash can be
placed in bags only and placed next
to your rubbish cart. Bags must weigh
less than 50 lbs. Anyone requiring an
additional rubbish or recycling cart,
contact Rumpke at 800-828-8171 and
select option No. 2.

Proper Yard Waste, Brush Disposal

Just as personal trash/recycling cans
CANNOT be used for excess rubbish,
they also cannot be used for yard waste.
Yard waste (grass clippings, leaves,
weeds, plants, flowers, dirt, etc.) must
be placed in either paper yard waste
bags or plastic trash bags and placed
next to your brown, Rumpke rubbish cart
- NOT the green recycling cart. The ONLY
time personal cans are permissible is for
city “Brush” collection and may ONLY
contain tree branches and limbs.

humus have been modified. At this time
the city will no longer be accepting leaf
humus or wood chip payments in person
at City Hall. Payments must be in the
form of cash or check only. No credit
card purchases will be accepted. Pricing
and delivery information is available via
the Service Department’s webpage on
the city’s website.

Simple Recycling Collection
Postponed

Simple Recycling, which typically picks
up clothing donations, has postponed
collection and there is not yet a timetable
Wood Chips, Leaf Humus Policies
In light of the current COVID-19 for when it will resume as of now. Any
circumstances, the processes for picking questions should be directed to Simple
up and delivering wood chips and leaf Recycling at 866-835-5068.
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